. A DISCOURSE concerning the 


FISHERY 


WITHIN THE 


Briciſh Seas, 


And other His 


Majeſtics Dominion 


And more Eſpecially, as it Relates to the 


Trade of the COMPANY of the 
Royal Fiſhery vf England : - 
OFFERED TO 
Conſideration in Order to Subſcriptions for | 


Raiſing a Stock, for carrying on the Afairs 
thereof, upon te Terms Propoſed. 


London, Printed for the Company of the Royal Fiſhery | 


of ENGLAND, 8 4 


HARVARD COLLEGE L\BKARY 
GIFT CF 
DANIEL 3. f©-* iN 
30 JUNE 1915 


| 
| 


(1) 
202 HEHIL22022024/22288% 


CIO 
A Diſcourſe concerning the Fiſhery within the Brits 
 tiſh Seas ; And other His Majeſties Dominions, 
And more Eſpecially as it relates to the Trade of 
the Company of the Royal Fiſhery of England; 
offered to Conſideration, in order to Subſcriptions 
for Raiſing a Stock, for carrying on the Affairs 
thereof, upon the Terms Propoſed, viz. 


Great Brittain and /reland is the Abſolute Lord 
of the Seas flowing abour, as an inſeparable Ap-- 
pendant of the Britti/h Empire. Burt, if any be to 
ſeek of Satisfation therein, ſuch may have recourſe 
to a Treatiſe Written about the Year 1635. by that 
Famous and Learned Antiquary, Fohn Selden, Entitu- 
led, Mare Clauſum, 8c. Tranſlated into Engliſh, in An- 
#0, 1663. and Publiſhed under the Title of Mare Clau- 


[ T is not to be doubted, but that His Majgſty of 


ſam: Or, The Right and Dominion of the Sea. 


[f that be too Voluminous, the ſame is Epitomized 
in a leſſer Volume, and Entituled, Hs Maje/ties Pro: 
priety and Dominion inthe Brittiſh Seas, Afſerted, And 
the (ame 1s yet more ſuccinaly Evinced, by that Lear- 
ned Knighz, Sir Fohn Borroughs ( fometime Keeper 
of the Recorgs of the 7ower of London ) who hath nor 
only cleared the Righr, by Records, Hiſtories, and the 

A 2 Muy- 
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Municipal Laws of this Kingdom, in his Treatiſe writ- 
ten in An#o, 1633. But alſo other Important matters 
relating thereunto, Publiſhed in Anno, 1651. A Trea- 
tile worthy every Enzliſh Mans peruſal,who is deſirous 
» be Informed of, and concerned in the Fiſhery Af- 
airs. 

But this is not our preſent Undertaking, farther 
than to ſet forth what Advantages may accrue to His 
Majeſty and theſe Kingdoms, by a ſpeedy and effetu- 
al ſetting upon,and engaging 1n the ſaid Trade : Which 
has been by many Treatiſes recommended to the Peo- 
ple of theſe Nations , from the Conſideration of the 
Advantage and Facility of undertaking the fame: As 
likewiſe, from the Abſolute neceſlity thereof, in order 
tothe Safety and Well-being both of the King and Peo- 
ple. Which ſaid Treatifes, or ſome of them, may be 
had at ſeveral Bookſellers Shops in this City and Weſt- 
minſter; And, in order to the readier finding ofthem 
out, the Titles of {0 »e of them are herein atter men- 
tioned, vz. | 

Englands way to Win Wealth, and to Em- 
ploy Ships and Mariners, Writtten by Tobias C 1614. 
Gentleman and Printed in tbe Tear 

Brittains Buſs, Written by E.S. and Prin-? p 
ted Anno, 1615. Reprinted. Wes os 

I618, 


Sir Walter Rawleighs Obſervations, touch- 
ing Trade and Commerce with the Hollanders 
and other Nations, in his Addreſs to His Ma- 
jeſty, King James the 11t. 

Gerrard Malynes Treatiſe,called Lex Mer- 
catoria, in his 47th. Chapter under the 7, - 1636. 
te of, The Fiſhing Trade, Anno. 


The 


EE ET 


ES] 


The Seas Magazine opened, Written by a Per-" 
ſon of Honour, Printed Ns 1653. 
The Trade and Fiſhing of Great Brittain di/-? PO 
played, by Captain John Smith. { STI 
The Royal Trade of Fiſhing. Printed Anno, 1662. 
John Keymor's Obſervations made upon the 
; I 664 


- Dutch Fiſhing, about the Tear 1601. Printed 


for Sir Edward Ford, Ano. | 
The Royal Fiſhing Revived, Ec. 1670. 
A Diſcourſe of the Fiſhery, by Sir Roger Le-? 
Strange, Arno. | 5 VOTE 
A Diſcourſe of Salt and Fiſhery, Written 2 53 
John Collins, jm 


Theſe things Premifed, We ſhall in the next place 
ſet forth whar has been done in order to the Promo- 
ting and Encouraging this Trade, vz. 

His late Majeily King CZARLES the Second, 
( That an Afﬀair of ſuch a National 'Chncern mighr be 
the better promoted Agvas pleaied by his Letters Pa- 
tents under the great Seal of Eng/and, bearing Date 
the 25th. day of September, in the 29th. Year of His 
Reign; To Conſtituie His Royal Highneſs Fames Duke 
of Tork, Thomas Earl of Danby (now Duke of Leeds) 
and ſeveral other Perſons of Honour, and.others there- 
in Named; and ſuch others as thereafter from time 
to time ſhould be admitted into their Company and 


Society, to be Traders and Adventurers with them ; 


To be One body Politick and Corporate in Deed and 
in Name, By the Name of The Company of the 
Royal Fiſhery of England; To have perpetual 


Succeſſion : Thereby allo giving and granting unto the 


ſaid 
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ſaid Company and their Succeſlors, divers Beneficial 
Clauſes, Powers, Priviledges and Immunities; In or- 
der to the better Government of the ſaid Company, 
and Management of their Aﬀairs: An Abſtrat where- 
of here followeth, viz. 

To purchaſe Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, 
and to diſpoſe thereof to the value of One Thouſand 
Pounds per Annum. 

To have and uſe a Common Seal in and for all cau- 
ſes and buſineſſes of the ſaid Company. 

To Aſſemble and meet together tor carrying on their 
Afﬀairs ; And, particularly To Ele and Appoint a G9- 
vernour, Sub-Governour, Deputy-Governour, and x2. 
Committees Yearly for a Court of Afliſtants: Who, 
or any 3. or more of them, ( whereot the Gover- 
nour, Sub-Governour, or Deputy-Governour, to be 
always one ) are thereby Authorized and Impower- 
ed, according to ſuch Rules, Orders and DireQions, 
as ſhould from time to time be made and given unto 
them, by the General Court IG {ſaid Company ; And 
for want of ſuch Orders, Rul&and Directions, from 
time to time To Manage, Govern and Direct all the At 
fairs and Buſineſs of the ſaid Company, and all their 
Miniſters and Servants whatſoever; And Generally To 
Act and Do in all matters and things whatſoever as 
they ſhould judge neceſſary and Expedient to the well 
Ordering andy Government of the ſaid Company, and 
the Improvement of their joynt Stock and Trade: And 
To Do, Enjoy, Perform and Execute, all the ſaid Pow- 
ers, Authorities, Priviledges, As and Things, in 
like Manner, to all intents and purpoſes, as if the fame 
were done at, and by a General Cuyurt of the ſaid Com- 
pany. That 
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A 
"IF: 
That before they entred upon the Execution of their 


reſpe&ive Offices and Employments, they were to take 
their Corporal Oaths, for their true and Faithful Execu- 


| tionof their Reſpective Truſts and Places, before the 


I.ord High Chancellour of Exz/and, or Chancellour of 
His Majeſties Court of Exchequer. After which,the ſ2id 
Court of Adliſtants, or any 3. of them as aforeſaid, 
are Authorized to Adminiſter an Oath of Fidelity to 
the ſucceeding Governour, Sub-Governour, Deputy - 
Governour , and any Subſequent Members of the 
faid Company; and to all Inferiour Officers, Mi- 
niſters and Servants, that ſhall be Choſen and Employ- 
ed under them in the Service of the ſaid Company. 
The ſaid Court of Aſſiſtants, or any 7. or more of 
them as aforeſaid ( as often as they ſhall find occaſion ) 
may Summon a General Court of the ſaid Company ; 
and no Aſſembly or Meeting of the ſaid Company ſhall 
be deemed or accounted a General Court of the ſame 
Company,unleſs the Governour, Sub-Governour,or De- 
puty-Governour, Six of the Commirrees and Five 0- 
ther Members of the faid Company ( at leaſt ) be pre- 


ſent. 


That ſuch General Court may admit other Perſons 
to be Members of the ſaid Company ; and may In- 
creaſe, Contra or divide their joynt Stock, as they 
ſhall think fir. 

And may make, Ordain and Eſtabliſh, ſuch, and fo 
many Good, Neceſlary, and Reaſonable Laws, Ordi. 
nances, Orders, and Conſtitutions, as to them, or the 
greateſt part of them, ſhall ſecm neceſſary and Con- 
venient, for the good Government of the ſaid Com- 
pany, and their Afﬀairs: And the ſame Laws, &c. 
may 
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may put in Ure and Execution , .and at their plea- 
ſure Revoke, Alter, and make New. 

They may impoſe and ſet ſuch MulQs and Amer- 
ciaments upon the Breakers of ſuch Laws, as to them, 
in their Diſcretions ſhall be thought reaſonable, which 
ſhall be put in Execution by the Court of Aſſiſtants ; 
To and for the uſe of the Company, &c. Or, they 
may Remit, Pardon or Releaſe the ſame, upon the 
parties Submiſſion, at their Will and Pleaſures. 


Upon Conviction of any Miſdemeinour, they may 
remove Offenders, and chooſe others in their Placcs, 
at ſuch General Court of the Company. 

That the Members of the Company may, from time 
to time, Grant, Transfer, and Ailign, all ,or any part 
of their reſpeAive Stocks in the ſaid Company; and 
the Procede and Profit thereof. 

They may from time to time, Build, Rigg, Man, 
 ViQual and Set out to Sea, ſuch, and ſo many Dog- 
gers, Buſles, and other Fiſhing Veſſels, as by the Com- 
pany or Court of Aſſiſtants ſhall be thought fit and 
convenient. — 

They way Fiſh in, and upon all the Coaſts, Eſtu- 
aries, In-lets, Creeks, Arms of the Sea, Nooks, Lakes, 
and Publick Rivers, of, . within, and belonging to His 
Majeſties Kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
or any of them ; or any other of His Majeſties Domi- 
nions, whereof the Fiſhings are not already Granfed, Ap- 
propriated, or Lelonging to ſome other particular or 
private Perſon or Perſons, Bodies Politick or Corpo- 
rate: And likewiſe in, and upon the Main Sea, or any 


part thereof, 
r_ | 


aches 
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They have Granted unto them, free and full Li- 
berty, to carry and Tranſport their Fiſh, and Oyle 
made of Fiſh, to all Ports) Places and Markets, both 
in England and beyond the Seas; and alſo to Sell the 
ſame there, for ready Money, or by way of Barcer 
and Exchange for any other Commcdiries. 

They are lmpowered to Erect Store-Houſes, Grana- 
ries, Ware-Houſes and Work-Houſes; and to dry and 
amend their Nets, and make Ropes; and al!o to build 
and make Wharts and Docks, in, upon, and out of any 
of the Waſtes, Commons, or Waſte-Srounds of His Ma- 
jeſty, His Heirs, and Succefſors, adioyning unto, or up- 
on any Publick Rivers or Seas, within any of His Ma : 
jeſties Domintons, without paying or rendring any 
Rent or Duty whatſoever unto His Majeſty, His Heirs 
or Succeſlors tor the ſame. 

Alfo, that all and every the Maſters, Skippers and 
Steerſmen of the ſeveral Doggers, Bulles, and other 
Fiſhing-Veſlels of the Company, and their Ships Crews, 
Mariners, Fiſher-Men, and others Employed by the 
aid Company, in and about their ſaid Fiſhery ; as well 
Foreigners, as Natives and Subje&s, &c. And during 
their reſpective Employments, ſhall not be Impannel'd, 
Summoned, or Sworn, or compelled by any Sheriff, 
Baylift, or other Officer of His Majeſty, His Heirs or 
Succeſlors, to ferve on any Juries or Inqueſts, at We/t- 
minſter, the Aſſizes, Seſſions, or Elſewhere. 

They have alſo Granted to them by: His ſaid Ma- 
jeſty, Twenty Pounds for each and every reſpective 
Dogger which they then had, & were owners of; and 
which within, and during the term and ſpace of 7. 
Years from the date of the —— they, & their 

| JUC= 
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Succeffors, ſhould Build, or cauſe to be Built in Eng- 
land, or any other His Majeſties Dominions; The ſame 
to be Paid Quarterly, out of the Cuſtomes within the 
Port of Loxdon, &c. without any other or further War- 
rant or Dircction, from His Majeſty, His Heirs or Suc- 
ceſſors, in that behalf, Sc. 

They have alſo Granted unto them, and their Suc- 
cellors, All and ſingular Priviſedges in the City of 
Loudon, as fully and freely as any Company of Mer- 
chants Eſtabliſhed by Letters Patents, or Charters there- 
tofore Granted by His Majeſty, or any of His Predeceſ- 
ſors, at preſent do or may have, Uſe or Enjoy ; Alſo, 
That all and ſingular Admirals, Vice-Admirals, Gene- 
ral Commanders, Captains, Mayors, Sheriffs, Juſti- 
ces of the Peace, Cuſtomers, Collectors, Searchers, 
Controlers, Wayters, and all other Officers, Miniſters, 
Liege-Men, and Subjects of His Majeſty, His Heirs 
and Succeſlors whatſoever, from time to time and at 
all times thereafter ſhall be, in and by all things Ayd- 
ing, Helping and Aſliſting, unto the faid Company, 
and their Succeſlors, their Factors, Agents. and Ser- 
vants, and every of them, in the Execution and En- 
Joyment of the Premiſes, as well on Land as by Sea, 
whenſoever they or any of them: {hall be thereunto 
deſired, «as they tender His Majeſties good Will and. 
Pleaſure, and will Anſwer the contrary at their 
Peril. 

And laſtly, His Majeſty doth Grant, That theſe His 
Majeſties Letters Patents, and all Er ſingular the Grants, 
Clauſes, and things therein contained, and expreſſed, 
ſhould be, and continue firm, valid, good, ſufficient, and 
efteual in the Law; and ſhould be Conſtrued, Re- 
puted, 
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puted and taken, as well in the meaning, as to the 
Words and Expreſſions of the ſame, moſt Favoura- 
bly, benignely and beneficially, to and for the beſt 
benefit and advantage of the faid Company and their 
Succeſlors: Any Omiflion, Incertainty, Defe, Im- 
perfeQion, or Contrariety in the ſaid Letters Patents 
contained; Or any Law, Statute, AQ, Ordinance, 
Proclamation, Proviſon, or Reſtriction, or other cauſe 
matter or thing whatſcever, to the contrary thercof, 
in any Wiſe Notwithſtanding, Sc. As in and by the 
_ faid Letters Patents (Relation being thereunto had for 
the better certainty thereof) may more fully and at 
large appear. 


—_ PC 


Now, A Few things touching the Proceedings of the 
Company thereupon ; Briefly, viz. 


HE Company thus Eſtabliſhed, Divers parti- 

cular Members thereof Advanced and Paid in 
thereupon ( at Firſt) a Stock of 109807. and after 
thar, about 1600/7, more; All which was laid out, 
in Buying, Equipping, and ſetting forth Fiſhing Vef 
ſels, &c. and Employing them in Proſecuting the 
ſaid Fiſhery Aﬀairs. Bur that Undertaking was ren- 
- dred In-cfeQtual, and their ſaid Stock Exhauſted and 
Conſumed: [ Not by any thing ariting from the 
nature of the thing it ſelf ( as is apparent by the Ex- 
perience the ſaid Company had in having raken and 
imported in One of ther Doggers, in a Voyage of 
 "Chree Weeks, Thirty Two thouland Cods; and pro- 
B 2 portionably 
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portionably thereunto, in ſeveral other of their Veſ: 
ſels. And, by the Advantage made of the like under- 
taking by our Neighbours ; which ſhall be demon- 
ſtrated by ſome Narrative thereof, with particular E- 
numeration of their Succeſſes, in what follows] Bur, 
By that ill JunQure of Aﬀairs, wherein the Darch and 
Spaniards were Engaged in War with the French, who 
ſeized the Vellels and goods of the Company, as Datch, 
Being ſome, or molt of them Datch-Built, and Mann'd 
by Datch-Men: And principally, Becauſe The Stock 
was not ſufficient to Support fo great an Undertaking, - 
in caſe of any. Miſ-adventure. Whereupon, The pro- 
ſecuting of the ſaid Aﬀair and Trade was under ſu- 
{pence tor ſome time, and not thought fir to be Enga- 
ged in, but with a more conſiderable Stock : which 
was afterwards endeavoured, By a New Subſcripti- 
on Defgned and Agreed by the then Company, to 
the Value of Sixty Thouſand Pounds; But, By Rea- 
ſon of the Death of His ſaid late Majeſty, King Charles 
the 2d. and.the Troubles Enſuing,the ſame was thought 
fit to be ſuſpended for ſome farther time. And, The 
Company, about 3. Yearsſince(conceiving itmight be 
ſeaſonably undertaken) Aſſembled for putting their 
former Deſign in Execution ; And, Finding Encourage- 
ment from rhe readineſs of divers Perſons to joyn there- 
in, upon certain Propoſals fora Subſcription; ſuch, as 
( in caſe of like Loſſes of ſome few Veſſels ) the faid 
Afﬀair might notwithſtanding, be carried on, without 
the diſcouragement of being to ſeek of a Stock ready : 
They have been waiting ever ſince for a fitting ſea- 
fon, wherein they might Humbly Addreſs themſelves 
to. His Majeſty, and both the Honourable Houſes of 


Pats 


[11] 


Parliament, for their further Encouraging this under- 
taking; And in the Interim, Have ſpent their time, and 
taken much pains in and about the conſideration and 
preparation of ſuch a Conſtitution, Laws and Rules, 
tor Management and Governing of their Afﬀairs, And 
Framing ſuch Propoſals of Terms and Conditions, for 
Admitting Perſons into the faid Company, to be Mem- 
bers, Traders and Adventurers with them therein, as, 
(by diſcourſing others) they hope' will be ſufficiently 
encouraging to Subſcriptions for the raiſing ſuch Stock 
for that purpoſe ; And, whereby His Majeſty and the 
Parliament may be the better ſatisfied, That Perſons of 
Honour, Intereſt, Eſtates, and Publick Spirits are joynt- 
ſy become engaged to carry on the ſame, as far as the 
nature of ſuch an Affair will admit. The Company 
have thereupon thought fit to cauſe, as well the faid 
Letters Patents, as the ſaid Conſtitution, and terms 
of Subſcription, to be fairly ingroſs'dat large in Books, 
and Lodged in convenient Places within the Ciry of 
London and Weſtminſter, to be Peruſed, Conlidered, 
and' Subſcribed accordingly. 

And, Foraſmuch as, All have not the conveniency 
of reſorting to ſuch Places, And, That the Aﬀair may 
become as National as may be; The Company have 
thought fit, likewiſe, To prepare, and cauſe the Ab- 
ſtracs thereof to be printed and publiſhed ; To the end, 
all Perſons may have the Contents thereof before them, 
and may apply themſelves to make ſuch Subſcriptions 
(atthe Places Appointed for that purpoſe) as they ſhall 
think fit, on thoſe Terms: Which are as followeth, 
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"Fir, The Abſtract of the ſaid Conſtitution ; 
Entituled, | 


A (onftitution, Model, or Frame and Method. for 
Government and Managing of the Trade and Afe 
fairs of The Company of the Royal Fiſhery 
of England; As alſo ſome Rules and Laws, nes 
ceſſary to be obſerved by the Perſons concern'd 
in the Improvement of the Stock, &C. 


Sef. I. HAT the Chief Government of the 
| Company, ſhall be in, and conſiſt of A 
Governour, Sub-Governour, Deputy-Governour, and 
12. Committees ( whereof 4. to. be called DireCtors, 
and 8. Maſters) And alſo of 15.Afliſtants, viz. To 
each of them, One. .Alſo, 8. Wardens, and 25. Com- 
miſfioners or Agents for Scotlaud and Ireland; And as 
many of the other M.embers of the Company as ſhall 
from time to time be agreed to be admitted; who, 
or any 15. or more of them, (together with the Go- 
vernour, Sub- Governour, Deputy - Governour, and 
their Reſpective Aſſiſtants, or One of them, to be pre- 
ſent; 5. or more of the Committees, 5. or more of 
the Aſſiſtants, and 5. or more of the other Members 
of the Company) are to have the chiet Power of ma- 
king Laws, and ordering the whole Afﬀairs of the Com- 
pany, 1n their General Courts. | | | 
Set 2. That there ſhall be a Court of Aſiiſtants, 
to Conliſt of The Governour, Sub-Governour, Depu- 
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ty-Governour ; the 12. Committees, and their 5. 
Afſiſtants; who, or any 7. or more of them ( where- 
of the Governour , Sub-Governour, Deputy-Gover- 
nour, or ther reſpetive Aſſiſtants to be always One : 
3. of the ſaid Committees, and 3. of the ſaid Afſi- 
ſtants) are to have the chief Directing and Manag- 
ing of the Afﬀairs of the Company, By their-Orders : - 
And, For want of ſuch Orders, may Do and Execute 
all things, as the general Court may. _ 

Seg. 3. That for the more diſtin& and Regular Ma- 
nagement of the faid Aﬀairs; The faid Court of AC 
ſiſtants are divided into. 4. Chambers, v2. 

(1) The Fiſhery- Chamber; Which is. to conſiſt 
of The Governour, Sub - Governour, Deputy - Govers 
nor, and their reſpeRive Aſliſtants, or One of them ; 
One Dire&or and his Aſſiſtant, 2. Maſters and their 
Aſſiſtants, and 2. Wardens: Who, or any 3. or more 
of them to be a Qzorum, are to AR and Execute by 
Rules and Inſtructions under the Seal of rhe Com- 
pany, and not otherwiſe. 

2.) The Stock or Store- Chamber, To conſiſt of 
like Number, and to Act by like Inſtructions. 

( 3.) The Treaſury or Caſh Chamber, To conſiſt of 
like Number, and to Ac by like InſtruQions.' 

C4.) The Accompt- Chamber, To conſiſt of like 
Number, and to At by like Inſtructions. 6 

Sef. 4. There ſhall be other 28. Members of the 
Company, who ſhall be called Agents, or Officers, 
' and be employed in the reſpeQive 4. Chambers, as 
they ſhall be direted by the Court of Aſſiſtants. 

Sef. 5. That the Nomination and Election of the 
Governour, Sub-Governour, Deputy-Governour, and 

12, 
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x2. Committees ſhall be in, and by the general Court 
Annually ; Save that not above 5. of them ſhall be re- 
moved in any one Year but for juſt Cauſes expreſt, 
&:c. The 8. Wardens, and other Agents, Officers, or 
Commiſſioners, for England, Scotland, and Ireland, to 
be Nominated by the Court of Afliitants, or Sixteen 
of rhem. 

SeF. 6. That within 20. days after Publication of 
Subſcriptions of One Hundred and Fifry Thouſand 
Pounds, A Genera] Court ſhall be called, for EleQion 
of a Sub - Governour, or Deputy-Governour, and 4. 
Committees, by the New Subſcribers: And, afterwards, 
EleQtions to be made on the 3oth. of November Year- 
ly: wherein not above 5. Committees to be removed 
as aforeſaid. 


Set, 7. The Articles, Termes or Conditions, tou- ' 


ching the Admitting of Perfons into the Company, Are 
confirmed, as a part of the Conſtitution, Inviolably 
to be obſerved. ; 

Sed. 8. That all Subſcribers who ſhall not be cho- 
ſen for Managers, &c. Shall be denominated as Tra- 
ders or Adventurers ; And their reſpeQtive ſhares borh 
as to Profit and Loſs, Yearly ſtared and determined, as 
other the Stock of the Company. 


Set. 9. That no Member of the Company after the 


zoth. November next-after Subſcriptions are complea- 
ted, ſhall have any Vote in EleCtions, or making Laws, 
Sc. who ſhall not have Five Hundred Pounds Subſcri- 
bed, Sc. in the Stock: Nor any Perſon be admit- 
ted a Member of the Court of Afliſtants, who ſhall 
not have One Thouſand Pound Subſcribed, Sc. 


SeF. 10, 


{ 
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Se. 10. One Tenth part of the clear neat Profits 
is appointed to be fer apart for bearing the Charges 
of the Company, Court of Afſittants and 4. Cham- 
bers, &c. Allo to pay Salleries, &c. to the Manag- 
ing- Members, Officers or Servants: And the diſtri- 
butions and proportions of each are thereby ſettled. 

Sed. 11. The Accompts of Profit and Lols are to 
be Yearly ſtated, by the Officers in the Accompt- 
Chamber: Each Year. to end on the 10ch. of Jure. 
The Court of Afliſtants are to Examine and Report 
the ſame to rhe general Court, on the 10th. of Sep- 
tember following, And Nine of them to ſign the brief 
Account thereof ; And each ones ſhare of profits to be 
paid amonglt the Perſons concerned. 

Seft. 12. In caſe of Loſs in any one Year, The Stock 
15 to be made good out of the next, before any Di- 
vidend or Apportionment to Managers, Officers, &c. 
Save that, Servants Sallaries or Wages of zo /. per An: 
zum and under, may be advanctd out of the Stock, 
and Re-imburſed out of the next Years profits; And 
in caſe the profits of aay firſt Years ſhall not A- 
mount to 1007. each ſhare, the ſame {ſhall alſo be 
made up out of the After-years profits aſſigned for 
that purpoſe. | | 

Sed. 13. Mentions, In. what caſes Perſons may be 


diſmiſt their Offices and Employ ments ; And, that the 


general Court or Court of Ailiftants Judgment. ſhall 
be Final for the determination thereof. 
Sed. 14. Sets the Fines on ſuch as ſhall abſent them- 


ſelves from their attendance when Summoned, Or up- 


on Adjournments ; Or for not attending ſo many Hours 
25 thall be agreed upon: Unleſs in caſe of Corporal! 
| GC Ilineſs, 
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Hlneſs, or Licence from their reſpetive Chambers. 
Sed. 15. Direts the Cuſtody of the Larger Seal, 4. 
as alſo of the Letters Patents, Deeds, Evidences of 
Lands granted to the Company, to be kept Locked 
up in the Treaſury Chamber, under two Locks; where- 
of the Governour, Sub-Governour, Deputy-Governour, 
and DireQor, to have the Keys of One, and their re- 
ſpetive Aſſiſtants of the other: Who are to produce 
the ſame upon all occaſions of the Company: or Court 
of Aſſiſtants. Alfo, that the Truſtees, And each Cham- 
ber, The Secretary of the Company, And the reſpetive 
Commiſſioners or Agents for Scotland, and Ireland to - 
have one of the leſſer Seals, to be uſed by them re- 
ſpeively in the Companies Service. | 
Sef. 16, If any differences ſhall ariſe Between the 
Members of the Court of Aſſiſtants, or ſeveral Cham- 
bers relating to the Companies Afﬀairs, They are to 
be determined by the general Court, &c. And the 
refuſers to ſubmit thikrero, to be diſmiſt their Offices 
and Employments. 
See. 17. The Seven Truſtees are named, And 3. of 
_ rieother Aſſiſtants; The other 5. Aſſiſtants are to be 
EleQed by them, Our of ſuch as ſhall become Subſcri- 
bers to the New Stock of the Company : Their after- 
Nomination and Succeſſion is alſo agreed to be in, by, 
and among(t themſelves, or the Major part of the 
whole Fifteen. | | 
Sef. 18. The Governour, Sub-Governour, Depu- 
ty- Governour, Committees, Afiſtants, And all Subſcri- 
bers, before they be admitted into any Truſt, or OE 
fice in the Company, are to declare their approbati- 
_ on of, and acquieſceing in the Conſtitgtion, And all 
| after- 
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after - Conſtitutions, Laws and Rules of the Compa- 
ny ; as is more at large therein expreſſed, | 


Secondly, The Abſtract of the forementioned 
Articles, Terms, or Conditions, couch- 
ing Subſcriptions : Entituled, 


Articles, Terms or Conditions npon which All and 
Singular, Perſon and Perſons of what Quality 
fo ever within the Kingdoms of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, &c. may be admitted into 
the Company of the Royal Fiſhery of Eng- 
land, or be Traders or Adventurers with them. 


I. T HAT whoſoever ſhall Subſcribe, and pay in 

any ſum or ſums of Money towards a Joynt 
Stock for- carrying on the Trade of the faid Com- 
pany, ſhall be Admitted into the fame; And have 
and receive all the Benefits and Advantages thereof, 
Subjet to the Conſtitution, Laws and Rules of the 
ſaid Company : And thefe Articles, Terms, and Con- 
ditions, &c. 

2: That the Sum deſigned to be at preſent Sub- 
ſcribed, be Three Hundred Thouſand Pounds. Where- 
of One Hundred Thouſand Pounds by the ſurviving Pa- 
tentees, their Heirs and Aſſigns, and the other preſent 
Members: And Two Hundred Thouſand Pounds more 
by other-perſons. The fame to be paid into the Trea- 
ſury of the ſaid Company, in manner following, viz. 
The firſt Tenth. part thereof to. be paid within 7hirty 
t | C2 Dayes 


Ko 


_ 
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Bayes from and after Notice or Publication of the 
compleating the Subſcriptigns of the ſaid 300000 |. or 
' of 1500001. at leaſt, in part thereof. One Tenth part 
more within 3. Months next after their reſpective firſt 
Payments: And the other Remaining Eight Tenth 
parts, By Eight equal next ſucceſſive Quarterly Pay- 
ments. 

3. That One Tenth part of each Sum ſo Subſcrt- 
bed, ſhall be appropriated to and for the uſe of the 
ſaid Truſtees, And of tuch other Perſons as they ſhall 
judge have heretofore been, or may hereatter be uſe- 
tul tor, or in promoting the Interelt and Service of the 
Company, without Accompt. So as the ſame never- 
thel: is ſhall be and remain in the Stock, for carrying 
on the Trade thereof: And the remaining Nine parts, 
To and tor the Sole uſe and benefit of the Reſpective 
Subſcribers, their Executors, Adminiſtra;ors, and Af 
figns. | 
4- That whatſoever further Sums ſhalt, at any time 
hereafter, be thought fit by the Company to be Sub- 
{:ribed and paid iD, for increaſing the ſaid Stock, ſhall 
be in hke manner ſubject 10 the payment of the like 
Tenth part, &c. for, or toward. the Re-imburſemenr 
of the Subſcribers ſaid Tenth part of the ſaid 300: 
Thouſand Pounds. | | | 

5. That whoſoever thall Subſcribe and pay in his 
firit Payment, and ſhalt-not make his ſecond, or any 
after Pay ments, by the reſpeCtive times before Limi- 
ted, ſhall forteit his firſt payment to the uſe of the 
Company ; and have. Credit only -for fuch atter pay- 
ments as he ſhall make. | : 


6.. That all ſhares or ſums amounting to 507, and 


Al- 


ES: 
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Aſſignments thereof, ſhall be Entred and Regiſtred 
and Certificates thereof, Exemplyfied under the Sea 
be given for the ſame, to ſuch Perſons as ſhall deſir. 


it. 
7. That no Perſon ſhall be hereafter admitted a Mem- 


ber of the Company , unleſs he ſhall at the time of 


Is Subſcription, declare his approbation of, and ſub- 
mitting to theſe Articles, and engage himſelf to ob- 
ſ-rve and keep the fame Inviolably: And alſo All 
ſuch Conſtitutions, Laws and Rules of the Company 
as they have or ſhall make for the Management and 
Regulation 'of thei- Trade, purſuant to the Letters Pa- 
tents, and the preſent Conltitution. 


Thirdly, For the preſent ſurther Encouragement of 
all Perſons that ſhall engage herein ; The Company 
hath alſo thought fit to cauſe to be ſubjoyned, A Briet 
Account of what they find written by ſeveral Per- 
ſons in Commendation of ſuch an Undertaking, As well 
for the Honour, Strength and Security of his Maje- 
ſty, 8s the Private Advantages of the particular Per- 
ſons Subſcribing : Grounded eſpecially on an Eſtimate 
of the good Succeſs of our Neighbours, in ſuch an 
Undertaking ; who have Experienced, and Proclaimed 
this Fiſhery to Over- Ballance in Riches and Glory 
The Golden Mines of the Indies: which, carries with 
it the virtue of a Demonſtration to ſuch as ſhall Con- 
fider the fame: Which Accompt thereof hath been col- 
leted and iendred to the Company, and hath bfen al- 
ſo Examined, Conſidered and Allowed by them, un 


der. the Title following, v/z.. 
Some 
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Same Preliminary ( onfiderations and Advertiſements © 
towards Induceing and Encouraging, The Com- 
pany of the Royal Fiſhery of England, &c- 


By a joynt Stock to carry on the Trade and Affairs 
thereof, viz, TT 


I. TH Adavntages thereof may have Demonſtra- 

tion and Evidence, By the great Power, Wealth 
and Riches, which others have arrived unto thereby ; 
In _—_— of Ships and Sea-men Employed there- 
in, Sc, 

(1) In Shipping, which is Eſtimated to beat leaſt 
10000. Veſlels, enployedin Fiſhing and Trading there- 
with. 

(2.) In Marriners, «nd Perfons employed thereby ; 
computed by amoderate proportion of Ten for each 
Veſlel, ( one with another ) which comes to at leaſt 
One Hundred Thouſand Perſons, beſides Men of War. 

(3.) In Town: and Fortifications: upon which vaſt 
ſums of Money have been Expended, to their ſtrength 
and glory. ; | 

(4.) In Power abroad; whereby they have gained 
- other Conſiderable Countries, Iſlands and Dominions : 
| Even in both the /ndzes. 

II. Their Wealth alſo is conſiderable, in the parti- 
culars following, v2z. > 

(1, Their Publick Revenue, conſiſting of at leaſt 
3000007. per Annum, by the Sole Cuſtomes of Her- 
ring, Beſides by all other Fiſhings and Trade. 

(z.) Their Trade by Fiſh, Enables them to Deal 

; and 
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| and Truck with all Nations for their Commodities, 
and bring away their Moneys. 
| (3-) Their private Wealth Advanced to many Milli- 
ons Yearly, amongſt their Merchants, Artificers, &c. 
By the Fiſhing Trade only. 

(4.) Their Proviſions and Stores of all ſorts, Sufi- 
cient for ſupply both of themſelves in War and Peace ; 
and of their Neighbours, to great advantage, &c. | 

Whereas, on the Contrary, . 

(1-) We have not one Ship of War Built or Main- 
tained thereby. | 

(z.) Nor Marriners bred up, or very few compara- 
tively, of equal Skill, Hardineſs or Strength, for 

Labour and Service. 

(3.) Nor Towns nor Fortifications, But all our 
Fiſhing Towns almoſt decayed. 

(.4.) Nor Trade by Fiſh Conſiderable, but Buy, 
and are ſupplyed by our Neighbours at ſo dear 
Rates, as none but Perſons of great Eſtates can 
eat Fiſh, ©c. 

(5.) The Decay of many Manufactures relating 
to that Trade, viz. Of Sail-Cloth, Ropes, Ca- 
bles, Ancors, Nets, &c. 

(6) The Cn of our Coyn ſent abroad, 

_ for theſe neceflaries, Sc. which, by this Trade 
would be prevented, and Coin exceedingly in- 


creaſed, G&c. 


Queſt. If it be Demanded : What advantages may 
be made to His Majeſty by His undertaking, Incou- 
raging and Protecting this Fiſhery Trade, in Future, 
within and upon his own Dominions, &«. 

Avf. 


- 
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Avſwer. In general, By this His Majeſty may be 
Rendred the the Greateſt Monarch in the World, For 
Command and Wealth. | 

2. All the forementioned Advantages made by 
thers rhay be ours; and we become the moſt Opu- 
tent and Flouriſhing Nation under the Heavens. 


In Particular, we ſhould be provided with, 


1. Increaſe of Ships and Multitudes of Marriners, 
and thoſe of the moſt skiltul; And hardieſt for Labour, 
Strength, and Courage. 

2. Our Towns and Fortifications, Eſpecially ſuch 
as have been deſtroyed, or neglected through the De- 
cay of the Fiſhery and ManufaQtures, will become 
Re-edified, and Populated. | 

3- Our Power Abroad as well as at Home will be 
upheld, And new Territories planted, and ſecured a- 
oainſt Attempts or Conqueſts by Forreigners. 

4. Our Publick Revenues Augmented, Even to a 
ſufficiency of preſerving His Majeſties Sovereignity 
and Dominion of theſe Seas againſt all Encroach- 
ments, 

5. Our Trade will be vaſtly ſpread and encreaſed, 
in all parts of the World, by the Fiſh wherewith His 
Majelties Seas and Dominions do abound: Even to 
many unknown, or at leaſt untraded parts. 

6. Our private Trade will afford vaſt Wealth to 
our Merchants, employ' our Poor and Idle People in 
the ManufaQtures attending this Trade; which will 
alio both Cloath and Feed them: For, Their Earnings 


will 
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will enable them to buy both, &c. and fave the vaſt 
colleQions made every Year for their maintenance in 
Idleneſs and Sloth. 

7. We may become the Mart of all Trade ; and 
Furniſhed at all times with Magazines, and Stores of 
all forts both for War and Peace: For our ſelves and 
our Neighbors, &'c. Being better Scituated for Mar- 
kets than apy other Trading - Nation whatſoever : 
Having this Additional Staple Commodity to our 0- 
= ManufaQtures, wherewith to procure the ſame, 

Co 

Queſt. If it be Inquired, How ſhall this be diſpo- 
ſed and Accompliſhed ſo as to Prevent former Mif- 
carriages and Diſcouragements ? 

Anſw. 1. By making a preſent Entrance upon this 
Trade, By The Company of the Royal Fiſhery of 
England, &c. And incourageing ſuch as ſhall contrive 
and diligently promote the ſame. 

2, By a Large Stock propoſed to be advanced by 
Subſcriptions, for carrying bn the ſame, to the ut- 
moſt Extent it will bear. 

3- By: His Majeſties and the Parliaments further 
Grants of Aide, Countenance and Encouragements to 
the Company ; Such as may be propounded with lit- 
tle or no Diminution to his Majeſties prefent Reven- 
ues, or Grievance to the People. 

4. By Nobles, Members of Parliament, and Council, 
Subſcribing and Countenancing Subſcriptions tor the 
inlargeing this Stock, in their reſpective Countreys. 

. 04z. lf it be objefted: *Tis a time of War, Ard a 
Stock may be ſoon loſt” if it ſhould be now under- 
taken, | 


D Auſw, 
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ſw. 1. It may be hoped the War will have an 
end. But, 

2. There are ſeveral things requiſite to be prepared 
and provided : And ſeveral ManufaQtures, Relating 
to the Trade, and ro be Ereed, And Perſons to be 
Trained up and imployed therein, for ſome time, 
before it can be ſet on Foot (aiter the Stock is Provi- 
ded) in which the Stock, as it comes 1q gradually, 
will be improved, for the preſent to the Adventurers 
Advantage, for their Encouragement to begin the 
ſame. | 

3. There are ſeveral Fiſhing Places ſo Scituated, 
as that they may be made ule of very proficably, with- 
out conſiderable if any Hazard, Loſs or Damage; for 
thar, Some Veſſels will ſeldom need to Lye or Labour 
out of ſight and proteQion of our own Shores. 

4. If tome Vellels ſhould be Loſt, The Stock being 
great, and managed by a Corporation for a joynt Ac- 
» compt, The Damage would ſcarce be felt; and ſoon 
Recovered in ſo gainful*®a Trade. _ 

5. A ſmall Convoy or Guard, on ſuch Coaſts will 
ſecure them. 

6. The Letters Patents provide for Guards and Con- 
VOYS. ; 

04j. We cannot Build our Veſſels, or Sail them, nor 
Manage our Aﬀairs to that Advantage, that our Neigh- 
bours can, G&c. | | 

Ayſ. 1. Many ſuch ObjeQtions have been caſt in, 
and probably will' be revived to diſcourage the un- 
gertaking ; But, SatisfaRion may be given touching 
thoſe Vulgar Errors, were it Seaſonable to expoſe the 
Methods and Ways which the Company have oo 

; N- 


[253 
Conſideration, for obviating of them : And the fame 
is in a great Meaſure already done, By Sir Roger Le 
Strange, in his forementioned Treatiſe. | 

2, It is the Nations Intereſt to Ailiſt and Encou- 
rage the undertaking by ſuch means as have been ſug- 
geſted already from the Letters Patents; And whio1 
we are well Aſſured the Parliament will Super-add to - 
Our Stock, for the rendring our Charge in Building, 
Sc. as ealie as may be. — 

3- The Parliament (in and by the AR for ſet- 
tling the Duty of Salt on His Majeſty ) hath alrea- 
dy provided for allowance of our having the Charge 
on Salt to be Repayed, vzz. 2 5. 64 per Barrel for all 
that ſhall be Exported : Beſides, what hath been fur- 
ther done by ſeveral other AQs of Parliament former- 
ly made concerning the Fiſhery, whereby the Com- 
pany may be Enabled to out-do them in all Points 
Relating to that Matter, | 

Queſt. What will be the Ordinary Charge of Buil- 
ding and Equipping a Fiſhing Veſlel of about 70. Tua 
for the firſt Year; and fo, afterwards for 20. Years, 
in Repairing and Amending the ſame: And alſo the 
ordinary annual Profits thereof, over and above the 
Charges, including Victuals, &c. for each Fiſhing 
Seaſon ? 
 Anſ. None may preſume on what depends on Gods 
Providence and Bleſling in the prudent Mariaging of 
this Afair, more than of other Martime and Merchant- 
ly Adventures. But, Computing the particulars by 
the Ordinary Profit and Loſs from others obſervati- 
ons and Experience, It may be Reaſonably expeQted 
Such Enquiries may be thus Reſolved, v1. 

| D z _ Firſt, 


__ 
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| L % * | 
Firſt, The Charge of firſt Building, 
Setting out, and Wages for One Year 332:09:08 
is Computed to Amount to: about — 


The Produce of that Years Fiſhing, 7, 
is ordinarily Eſtimated at, about — $2250:00:00 


—_— — —————— 


' Conſequently The Neat Profit of My | 
fixlt Year, (all Charges dedutted) willd 0917: 10:04 
be — en emis —_— 


——  — ——— —— 


Secondly. The After Yearly Charges 
for 20. Years ( all Charges deduRted Jc0928:19 :08 
will be ( Communibus annis) but | 


Conſequently the Neat Profit of each | 
After Year (and fo for 20. Years ) wills I321:00:04 
be per Annum, IE ( 


—————__—_—_ 


> —_ 


All which may be mad: appear by the Particular 
Eſtimate following, vir. 
k' #4 


7" E Building of ſuch a Dogger or? : 
Buſs will 'Coſt about — -— YRgOI :10:00 


S *- 4 
The Furniture, with Ne: 


ceſfaries common to others 217:19:02 
Ships, viz. Viuals, &c. 


X The 
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The Nets,? 4 ' 
Tools,&c.Pros [ | 

per for a 12 Ms £242:09:06 | 


Fiſhery, vie. | | 
For Herring, $236:19:06 


The Hooks) | 
and Lines for $014: 10:00 | $0928: 19:08 
Cod and Ling j | 


For both Fiſhings, Casks? 
and Salt —— — 


F231 »©0:00 |. 


For Wages) }-: 
for 6 Months, | 
or 24- Weeks Bu 15:00 
for theHerring 
Fiſhing Seaſon y | 

For 7. other? | 
Months or 38. | 
Weeks, for the $103:02:06 4233:01:00. 
Cod and Ling * 
Seaſon — — J 


For woges,} | 
— | 
at Land, or v = 
General Offi- e041:03:06 
cers, Sc. Year- | 


Ig 
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So the Total Charge of Building and 


1332:09: 08 


——. — — , 


'Equipping one Buſs or Dogger for the 
firit Year, will be, as above — — 


Whereof the 2337. 10s; above- mentioned. is not 
disbursd till return of the Vellel. 


' The produce of this Veſſels Employment for on ear, 
is Ordinarily computed thus, viz, 


One Hundred Laſts of: 
| Herrings, Each contrining$40c0:00: 00 
10. Barrels, worth declaro 
Tweaty five Thouſand 
Cods and Lings, worth ath1250: 00:00 
leaſt de claro 
Out of which ſaid 22507. deduQ-y 
ing the Charges of Building, &c. which 1332: 09:08 


Amounts, as above, to — — —— 


The Neat produce thereof for the 
| firſt Year, will be, as above — — { 


? 


e2250:00:006 


WW} 


— 
— 


O91I7: 10:04 


Ce re I 


The Next Years produce, computed? 
> dns GOO $8350: 00:00 

Out of which, deducting the ſame 
full charges (except for building) which 
Amounts to abour — 


$0928; Ig :08 


| mapa; 


The ſtanding neat Yearly Profit for 
the faid 20. Years, will be ( per Amp 1321:00:04 


Sn E BR 


——_— 


Tn ee EY 
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But ſuppoſing ( for Round-reckoning ) yet not ad- 
mitting, That the 321/. oos. 04d. per Annum be 
ſtruck off, and deducted thereout, For Extraordinary 
Loſſes, Damages, Hazards and Expences, For Buildings, 
Ship-wrecks, Repairs, Ware and Tare, &c. There will 
ſtill Remain of Clear Profits, per Annum, for every 
ſuch Vellel — — I000l. 


One half whereof were Sufficient Gain, For 
Encouraging the Undertaking : Nea one 
Quarter, 


